
Latest updated Trail map at
https://tinyurl.com/j5g9ebd 

Trail information and nature guides
are available at the Village Hall
during office hours. 
http://www.villageofmiddleville.org/ 

Welcome to the Middleville
 section of the

Paul Henry-Thornapple Trail.

The Paul Henry-Thornapple Trail has
been called the most beautiful railtrail in
Michigan, since much of it follows and offers
many views of the Thornapple River. It is the
product of years of efforts by many people.

About 1990, the Michigan Central
Railroad sold major portions of its right-of-
way to the state (MDNR), Rails to Trails
Conservancy (RTC), individuals, and trail
advocacy organizations. The Sugarbush Trail
Association was organized and purchased a
five-mile section. It was held for the RTC and
eventually sold it to the Village of
Middleville. The name was changed from
Sugarbush to Thornapple, and Middleville
paved 3.6 miles of trail. 

The plans are to connect Grand
Rapids with Hastings, Vermontville, and
Eaton Rapids, a distance of over 40 miles,
and to link this Trail with other trails in
West Michigan with the help of the West
Michigan Trails & Greenways Coalition
(WMTGC) http://www.wmtrails.org/  and
the Southwest Michigan Alliance for
Recreational Trails (SMART)
http://www.vbco.org/government843900.asp 

There is a trailhead gazebo and a
parking lot behind the Village of
Middleville Hall (100 E Main St).
Restrooms and a canoe launch are available.
Several eating establishments are nearby.
This Middleville section is blacktopped for
3.6 miles and friendly to roller bladers,
bicycles, pets, and wheelchairs. An
additional 2 mile unimproved section is also
open.
       

 

Paul Henry
United States Representative Paul

Henry served this area for more than 20
years in various elected capacities until his
death in 1993 from brain cancer. He had a
deep commitment to the care and
preservation of the environment and to those
who live in this area.

It is in recognition of his
contributions that the Thornapple Trail
Association dedicated the Trail to his
memory. We hope that all who travel the
Trail will remember Paul Henry and commit
themselves to public service and to
preserving greenspace and the environment
for future generations. 

Michigan trail maps online at
http://www.michigantrails.org/map/ 

http://tinyurl.com/thorntrail
http://tinyurl.com/thorntrail
http://www.villageofmiddleville.org/
http://www.wmtrails.org/
http://www.vbco.org/government843900.asp
http://www.michigantrails.org/map/


Bladdernut

Why Establish Trails?
Trails and greenways positively

impact individuals and improve
communities by increasing not only
rec rea t i o n  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i on
opportunities, but also by influencing
economic and community development.
Some of the many trails and greenways
benefits include:

•Making communities better places to
live by preserving and creating open
spaces.
•Encouraging physical fitness and
healthy lifestyles.
•Creating new opportunities for
outdoor recreation and non-motorized
transportation.
•Strengthening local economies by
increasing tourism, retail traffic, and
property values. 

. •Protecting the environment.
•Preserving culturally and historically
valuable areas.

 

Natural History
One unique and beautiful feature of the

trail is the trees that meet overhead, making
the trail appear as a tunnel of trees. Many of
the trees are burr oaks, (one of the white oaks
group), which are not common in Michigan.
There are two shrubs that have leaves that are
almost indistinguishable from poison ivy, the
common hoptree and the bladdernut. They can
be distinguished from ivy, and from each
other, by their seeds.

You can get a checklist of plants and
animals from the Village Hall to record what
you see. The rare cardinal flower appears in
August. 

The orange-billed mute swans are
considered an undesirable alien invasive
species. But you might also see and hear a pair
of rare, slightly larger, Black-billed,
Trumpeter Swans. The MDNR has placed an
Osprey nesting platform on the millpond and
an eagle is occasionally seen in the vicinity. A
Great Egret is occasionally seen and the

(European) Little
Egret has been seen,
but not verified. Both
are white.

Of course, there
are several invasive
alien plants such as
garlic mustard, purple
loosestrife, spotted
knapweed (a.k.a.

spotted starry thistle), autumn olive,
honeysuckle, mustard, and dandelions. And
there may be a few starlings, house sparrows,
house finches, and feral pigeons.

The Redheaded Woodpecker has
become quite rare, but we have several
along the trail. An occasional Pileated
Woodpecker is seen. And the very rare
Cerulean Warbler might be seen or heard.

Sandhill Cranes are becoming less rare
and timid, so you might see a pair of them
near the water’s edge, as well as a Great
Blue Heron, Green Heron, Mallard ducks,
Wood Duck, Red-breasted Merganser, or
Canada Geese.

There are so many whitetail deer in the
area that the 5 mile trail section south of the
Village limits is closed for the month of
November to avoid hunter conflicts.

Printed March 2, 2017 by TTA

You can help!
Join the Thornapple Trail Assn.

G Individual or family $10
G Organization $50

Name ____________________________

Address ___________________________

Telephone _________________________

Email _____________________________

Make checks payable to the:
Thornapple Trail Association
PO Box 393
 Middleville MI 49333
[an all-volunteer nonprofit IRS 501(c)3
educational organization]

http://www.thornappletrail.com/ 

Volunteer
G I would like to volunteer:

G helping with special events
G trail maintenance
G trail construction
G trail cleanups
G reporting trail problems
G nature guiding
G conduct bird walks
G compile bird or plant list
G taking photos for TTA publicity
G conduct trail users’ survey
G fund raising
G contribute $ _______________
G serve as a TTA board member
G _______________________

http://www.thornappletrail.com/
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